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Von E.L. Doctorow : Welcometo Hard Times: A Novel before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Welcome to Hard Times: A Novel:

KundenrezensionenHilfrei chste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Welcometo the Real , Real WestVon Bruce KendallThisis Doctorow's sleeper novel. It hasn't received much critical
attention in comparison to his other works, but thisoneisareal gem. It provides us with a picture of what kind of
hardscrabble existence the western settlers actually endured, as opposed to the sanitized images Hollywood has
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provided us. The only other author I've seen perform this so effectively is Harte Crane. The characters are stereotypes
(the bullying villain - the noble prostitute - the unwilling hero, etc) but Doctorow invests the plot with enough quirky
twists and injects enough black humor to keep the reader from noticing how one-dimensional the characters are. And
they do undergo transformations, which keeps them from remaining so one-dimensional. If you are a Doctorow fan or
arejust looking for adiverting, yet intelligent read, give thisone atry.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension
hilfreich. Adventures on the Post-Modern FrontierVon Jeffrey Simpsonl've read al of Doctorow's work, but | keep
coming back to Welcome to Hard Times. This slender volume isimmense in its ambition, and focuses on elemental
guestions of courage and cowardice, the problem of evil, and its aimost irresistable power. Set in the Dakota Territory
in the late 19th century, the novel examines our highly sentimentalized American West through a post-modern lens.
Doctorow lays open romanticized notions to expose the raw, ugly reality beneath. As always, Doctorow is almost
poetic, and his characters simultaneously repulsive and attractive. If you've not read Doctorow, start here.0 von O
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A grim and hard novelVon IMMODOCHard Timesis amoving
story about the brutality of lifein the Wild West. It is not for the faint-hearted.Its grim atmosphere is most
convincingly described. | is not a pleasant book to read, but itmade me understand the American Wild West and the
American psyche better, | think.

KurzbeschreibungHard Times is the name of atown in the barren hills of the Dakota Territory. To this town there
comes one day one of the reckless sociopaths who wander the West to kill and rape and pillage. By thetime heis
through and has ridden off, Hard Times is a smoking ruin. The de facto mayor, Blue, takes in two survivors of the
carnagea boy, Jimmy, and a prostitute, Molly, who has suffered unspeakablyand makes them his provisional family.
Blue begins to rebuild Hard Times, welcoming new settlers, while Molly waits with vengeance in her heart for the
return of the outlaw. Hereis E. L. Doctorows debut novel, a searing allegory of frontier life that sets the stage for his
subsequent classics.A forceful, credible story of cowardice and evil. The Washington PostWe are caught up with these
people as real human beings.Chicago Sun-TimesDramatic and exciting. The New Y ork TimesTerse and
powerful.NewsweekA taut, bloodthirsty read. The Times Literary SupplementA superb piece of fiction.The New
RepublicK urzbeschreibungHard Times is the name of atown in the barren hills of the Dakota Territory. To thistown
there comes one day one of the reckless sociopaths who wander the West to kill and rape and pillage. By thetime heis
through and has ridden off, Hard Times is a smoking ruin. The de facto mayor, Blue, takes in two survivors of the
carnagea boy, Jimmy, and a prostitute, Molly, who has suffered unspeakablyand makes them his provisional family.
Blue beginsto rebuild Hard Times, welcoming new settlers, while Molly waits with vengeance in her heart for the
return of the outlaw. Hereis E. L. Doctorows debut novel, a searing allegory of frontier life that sets the stage for his
subsequent classics.A forceful, credible story of cowardice and evil. The Washington PostWe are caught up with these
people as real human beings.Chicago Sun-TimesDramatic and exciting.The New Y ork TimesTerse and
powerful.NewsweekA taut, bloodthirsty read. The Times Literary SupplementA superb piece of fiction.The New
Republicber den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeE. L. Doctorows works of fiction include Welcome to Hard Times,
The Book of Daniel, Ragtime, Loon Lake, Worlds Fair, Billy Bathgate, The Waterworks, City of God, The March,
Homer Langley, and Andrews Brain. Among his honors are the National Book Award, three National Book Critics
Circle awards, two PEN/Faulkner awards, and the presidentially conferred National Humanities Medal. I1n 2009 he
was shortlisted for the Man Booker International Prize, honoring awriters lifetime achievement in fiction, and in 2012
he won the PEN/ Saul Bellow Award for Achievement in American Fiction, given to an author whose scale of
achievement over a sustained career places him in the highest rank of American literature. In 2013 the American
Academy of Artsand Letters awarded him the Gold Medal for Fiction. In 2014 he was honored with the Library of
Congress Prize for American Fiction.



