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KurzbeschreibungThere was something about the Burolo case which was different any other he had ever been
involved in. He had known cases which obsessed him professionally, taking over hislife until he was unable to sleep
properly or to think about anything else, but this was even more disturbing.Inspector Zen has a problem: an impossible
murder, recorded on the closed-circuit video of Oscar Burolo's top-security Sardinian fortress. As he gets to work, he
is once again plunged into a menacing and violent world where his own lifeis soon at risk.If you enjoyed the Inspector
Zen Mystery series you may also like The Last Sherlock Holmes Story, ancther crime novel by Michael Dibdin.From
Publishers WeeklyCorruption in high places, underworld skulduggery and a vendetta among mountainfolk are
ingredients for murder in this literate, suspenseful thriller. An intruder guns down an eccentric Sardinian billionaire,
his wife and two guestsin his seemingly impregnable villa. Enter befuddled Venetian inspector Aurelio Zen, last
encountered in Dibdin's Ratking. Zen, who has a perfunctory love life, a half-senile, bad-tempered mother and an
intuitive faculty sometimes worthy of his name, now works for an Italian government ministry in Rome. He's
dispatched to Sardiniato get the chief suspect, a politician's friend, off the hook. Two crazies want Zen rubbed out: a
just-released convict whom he'd sent to jail years ago, and the killer, whose lyrical, half-mad ramblings punctuate the
narrative--of course, the two could be the same person. Spinning a plot as convoluted as Sardinia's winding streets,
Dibdin illuminates a deeply corrupted society and ultimately vindicates his hero, who outmaneuvers the supercops
trying to silence him. Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Kirkus sAurelio Zen, the Italian Maigret,
now working out of Rome's criminal investigation division, is assigned the Villa Burolo massacre--in which every
member of the wealthy Burolo's house party died, with the scene captured on videotape (as were most of the activities
at the villa)! While Zen ponders, someone lifts the videotape from his house and taunts him with notes. But it's only
after Zen's superiors send him off to Sardiniato frame the “murderer" they have at hand that Zen draws the right
connections between arecently slain magistrate, an informer, and the threats against himself--which tie in with the
prison release of Vasco Ernesto Spadola. Waylaid in aravine, Zen barely escapes Spadola- -before assigning the
massacre murders to a complicated bit of demented revenge at the hands of a simple-minded woman. A multilayered
talein which Dibdin (Dirty Tricks, p. 970, etc.) juggles cynicism (in Italian officialdom, expediency wins the day--
every time), humor (Zen's lust), and chagrin (Zen's relationship with his mother versus hers with her family of
“Auntie-sitters). But the interspersing of the killer's thoughtsis far too corny a ploy for awriter of Dibdin's skill. --
Copyright 1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.



