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sequel to The Bride Finder and The Night DrifterVon Deborah MacgillivrayMidnight Bride is the third in the series 
about the men of the St. Ledger family, cursed to marry only the woman selected for them by the Bride Finder. If they 
marry someone other than a bride selected by the Fitzledger Bride Finder, they are doomed. This time the story is 
about Val St. Ledger, son of Anatole and Madeline (The Bride Finder, January 1999) and twin brother to Lance St. 
Ledger (The Night Drifter, February 2000). Val is the local doctor, but he heals through his magical powers. He has 
the ability to lay hands upon a person and take their troubles, sorrow or pain from them. When his brother Lance was 
wounded at Waterloo, Val saved his life by using his magic, only something went wrong. Not only did Val absorb 
Lance's pain from his damaged leg, he accepted the wound, and has limped ever since because of this.Kate Fitzledger 
grew up around Lance and Val, and while Lance as her play buddy, Val was always more to her. Now fully grown, she 
loves Val, but is in despair. Her guardian, Effy Fitzledger is the current Bride Finder, and while she has matched 
Lance, who is now married, has a son and his wife is expecting their second child, Effy has decreed she will not find a 
bride for Val. On Kate's birthday, she confesses her love for Val, but he refuses to listen because the Bride Finder has 
spoken, condemning him to go without a wife through life.Desperate to win Val, Kate cast a spell using Prospero St. 
Ledgers spell book. And she is shocked to find Val is declaring his love. But so is his cousin Victor. The Bride Finder 
has declared Victor is to wed Molly Grey, but he refuses the match and declares suddenly he is in love with Kate. Kate 
seeks out Prospero to undo the spell, not only on Victor, but Val as well for she fears he spell is destroying him. 
Prospero senses evil to the St. Ledger family, but fears Kate did not really create magic from his spells, there is 
something else at work here.What Kate does not know is the mortal enemy of the St. Ledgers, Rafe Mortimer visited 
Val the night Kate cast her spell. Rafe is dying and his final wish is to pass on a necklace with a piece of the crystal 
stolen from the St. Ledger sword. Whenhe attempts to pass it, he locks hands with Val and a transfer takes place. All 
of Val's goodness is passed to the dying man, as well, Val heal the man's illness. No longer burdened by the past, Rafe 
is suddenly happy in life. Only, Val absorbedall the pain, unhappiness and evil of Rafe. So Kate and the ghostly 
Prospero must try to save Val's life before it's too late.It's a strong tale that lives up to the first two books. Kate and Val 
are vividly portrayed. The book is a very enjoyable fast read. Here's too looking forward to more St. Ledger books.

KurzbeschreibungIn her award-winning historical novel The Bride Finder, bestselling author Susan Carroll bewitched 
readers with the legend of the St. Leger men--the descendants of a medieval sorcerer haunted by an unnatural past. 
Now Carroll once again conjures the unforgettable castle by the sea--a place where love is as mysterious and 
invincible as the family legacy. . . .Valentine St. Leger is a healer with a wounded heart. Born with the amazing gift to 
eliminate the suffering of others by taking their pain into his own body, Val's gentle hands cannot change a tormenting 
truth: he will never marry. According to history, should he defy his destiny and wed, his unfortunate bride would be 
doomed to an early death. Though he aches for the one woman who knows all his secrets, he cannot return her passion. 
Until a night of magic transforms Val into a different man, a man with desires he can no longer resist.Kate Fitzleger 
has loved Val almost her entire life and is not about to let a foolish superstition ruin her chance for happiness. 
Venturing into a forbidden room of the St. Leger castle to steal an ancient book of sorcery, she desperately hopes to 
find a powerful love potion. On All Hallow's Eve, when the spirits of good and evil mingle upon the earth, Kate tempts 
fate with an unholy spell that goes awry.When Val awakens, he has no memory of the bizarre events that have 
changed him--the visit from an old enemy or the return of a lost heirloom that has altered his soul. All he knows is that 
life is for the living . . . and his fair Kate is ripe for seduction. He will tempt heaven and hell to have her--even if it 
means he could lose her forever.Brimming with enchanting characters and stunning atmosphere, Valentine's Bride is a 
romantic masterpiece that will hold your imagination captive and provide a glimpse of a timeless world found only in 
dreams or the most treasured love stories.From the Hardcover edition..deSetting: Torrecombe, Cornwall, 1770s 
Sensuality rating: 7 Hip, hip, hooray! Susan Carroll's Midnight Bride, the third in the St. Leger series, will delight 
readers with its piquant humor, fiery sensuality, and white-knuckled suspense. Dr. Valentine St. Leger, younger son of 
Anatole and Madeline St. Leger, is a gifted healer. But his gift, the ability to eradicate his patients' suffering by 
absorbing it himself, has left Val partially crippled after healing his brother Lance's battle wounds. That matters 
nothing to Kate Fitzleger, adopted daughter of the St. Leger's bride finder; Kate has loved Val all her life and will do 
anything--even turn to the dark arts--to make Val return her love and choose her for his bride. But the St. Leger legend 
conspires against Val and Kate, promising an untimely death for any woman foolhardy enough to marry into the 
family. When fate intervenes in the form of a malignant stranger, Val finds himself transformed, ready to risk all--even 
Kate's life--to slake the passion burning for the mischievous sprite who loves him. Kate, initially thrilled by Val's 
passionate overtures, begins to question the changes in the man she loves. Could it be just the magic talking? Susan 
Carroll's suspenseful tale of the supernatural and sexy star-crossed lovers is a page-turner and sure to be another hit. 
Carroll's fans eagerly await each new offering; expect great things from this gifted storyteller. --Alison 
Trinkle.comSetting: Torrecombe, Cornwall, 1770s Sensuality rating: 7 Hip, hip, hooray! Susan Carroll's Midnight 
Bride, the third in the St. Leger series, will delight readers with its piquant humor, fiery sensuality, and white-knuckled 



suspense. Dr. Valentine St. Leger, younger son of Anatole and Madeline St. Leger, is a gifted healer. But his gift, the 
ability to eradicate his patients' suffering by absorbing it himself, has left Val partially crippled after healing his 
brother Lance's battle wounds. That matters nothing to Kate Fitzleger, adopted daughter of the St. Leger's bride finder; 
Kate has loved Val all her life and will do anything--even turn to the dark arts--to make Val return her love and choose 
her for his bride. But the St. Leger legend conspires against Val and Kate, promising an untimely death for any woman 
foolhardy enough to marry into the family. When fate intervenes in the form of a malignant stranger, Val finds himself 
transformed, ready to risk all--even Kate's life--to slake the passion burning for the mischievous sprite who loves him. 
Kate, initially thrilled by Val's passionate overtures, begins to question the changes in the man she loves. Could it be 
just the magic talking? Susan Carroll's suspenseful tale of the supernatural and sexy star-crossed lovers is a page-
turner and sure to be another hit. Carroll's fans eagerly await each new offering; expect great things from this gifted 
storyteller. --Alison Trinkle 


