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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Terrific 
translations and commentaries on four plays.Von R. D. Allison (dallison@biochem.med.ufl.edu)Vellacott has 
provided excellent translations and commentaries on four of the plays of Euripedes, including his classic "Medea." 
They should be required reading of any college student. "Medea" is a study in how unbridled passion can overcome 
reason and lead to tragedy. This may be particularly pertinent with respect to the ongoing war between Athens and 
Sparta at the time the play was first presented. Medea, who had helped Jason in his quest, become his wife, and given 
him two sons, feels betrayed since he is marrying the daughter of the ruler of Corinth. With horrible vengence, she 
kills the bride and the king and then her two sons. "Hecabe" is a play about the wife of Priam, King of Troy, and the 
mother of Hector, Paris, Cassandra, and others. At the start of this play, the war between the Greeks and Troy is over 
and Hecabe is now a slave of Agamemnon. The ghost of Achilles had appeared and demanded a sacrifice over his 
tomb before the Greeks can set sail for home. They vote to sacrifice Polyxena, Hecabe's young daughter, despite the 
tears and entreaties of Hecabe. After Polyxena's noble death, Hecabe learns that her last child Polydorus had been 
murdered by the King of Thrace, Polymestor, to whom Polydorus had been sent for safekeeping. This finally drives 
Hecabe mad and she seeks vengence for Polydorus's death. Euripedes shows in this play the effects of war and 
vengence on innocent lives and how cruel men at war can be. "Electra" is another retelling of the vengence story of 
Electra and Orestes. In this version, they are less heroic and more realistic then the way they are portrayed by 
Aeschylus and Sophocles. Interestingly, the one true noble and honest character in the play is the peasant husband of 
Electra, who refuses to tough her because he is beneath her station. Was Euripedes making a social comment about the 
upper classes of Athens of his time? The final play is "Heracles." In this play, the wife of Heracles, his three young 
sons, and Heracles' father Amphitryon are in danger of being killed by the usurping king of Thebes, Lycus. Lycus 
wishes them dead since he had killed Megara's father, King Creon, and taken his throne and Lycus doesn't want the 
three sons to grow up to avenge the death of their grandfather. Heracles is believed by many to be dead. But, he 
returns in time to thwart and kill Lycus. Unfortunately, the goddess Hera, who has always had a hatred of Heracles, 
sends the minor goddess Madness down to drive Heracles temporarily insane. In his fits, he kills his wife and sons. 
When sanity returns to him, he realizes what he has done and how immoral the gods are. The Greek gods are not an 
acceptable standard for moral behavior. Man can serve as a standard, and this is exemplified in the play by Theseus, 
ruler of Athens.

KurzbeschreibungThat proud, impassioned soul, so ungovernable now that she has felt the sting of injusticeMedea, in 
which a spurned woman takes revenge upon her lover by killing her children, is one of the most shocking and horrific 
of all the Greek tragedies. Dominating the play is Medea herself, a towering and powerful figure who demonstrates 
Euripides unusual willingness to give voice to a womans case. Alcestis, a tragicomedy, is based on a magical myth in 
which Death is overcome, and The Children of Heracles examines the conflict between might and right, while 
Hippolytus deals with self-destructive integrity and moral dilemmas. These plays show Euripides transforming the 
awesome figures of Greek mythology into recognizable, fallible human beings.John Davies accessible prose 
translation is accompanied by a general introduction and individual prefaces to each play.Previously published as 
Alcestis and Other PlaysKurzbeschreibungThat proud, impassioned soul, so ungovernable now that she has felt the 
sting of injusticeMedea, in which a spurned woman takes revenge upon her lover by killing her children, is one of the 
most shocking and horrific of all the Greek tragedies. Dominating the play is Medea herself, a towering and powerful 
figure who demonstrates Euripides unusual willingness to give voice to a womans case. Alcestis, a tragicomedy, is 
based on a magical myth in which Death is overcome, and The Children of Heracles examines the conflict between 
might and right, while Hippolytus deals with self-destructive integrity and moral dilemmas. These plays show 
Euripides transforming the awesome figures of Greek mythology into recognizable, fallible human beings.John Davies 
accessible prose translation is accompanied by a general introduction and individual prefaces to each play.Previously 
published as Alcestis and Other PlaysSynopsis Medea, in which a spurned woman takes revenge upon her lover by 
killing her children, is one of the most shocking and horrific of all the Greek tragedies. Dominating the play is Medea 
herself, a towering and powerful figure who demonstrates Euripides' unusual willingness to give voice to a woman's 
case. Alcestis, a tragicomedy, is based on a magical myth in which Death is overcome, and The Children of Heracles 
examines the conflict between might and right, while Hippolytus deals with self-destructive integrity and moral 
dilemmas. These plays show Euripides transforming the awesome figures of Greek mythology into recognizable, 
fallible human beings. 


