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Rights Wrongs and Helps Build HappinessVon Donald MitchellReaders who have not yet discovered this 
distinguished series are kindly advised to begin with The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency and work their way through 
the series in order of publication.For those who have read the earlier books, Blue Shoes and Happiness will strike most 
as the best balanced and most rewarding book in this delightful series. The story has animal tales (one involving a 
cobra), several mysteries to resolve, challenges in Mma Makutsi's engagement, a detection training opportunity for Mr 
Polopetsi, more challenges with Mr J.L.B. Matekoni's apprentices, decisive purchases by Mr J.L.B. Matekoni and 
Mma Makutsi, and many reflections on the true nature of happiness by Precious Ramotswe. In particular, the story 
does a fine job of contrasting the older ways in Botswana with the newer, selfish ways.I had the pleasure to hear 
Alexander McCall Smith speak during his recent book tour for the book, and I came away with the false impression 
that this story was mostly about Mma Makutsi and her new shoes. That episode is simply one of many that investigate 
the nature of a person's inability to resist certain temptations. Although this book comes close to being just a series of 
short stories, Alexander McCall Smith ties them together so masterfully that you rarely think of the book as anything 
other than a lovely flowing novel.To me, the best part of this book was that it developed the characters more than most 
books in the series have done. Dr. Smith uses both dialogue and action well to help us appreciate who these characters 
are.I thought that the mysteries were nicely rewarding. The solutions were not obvious (except in retrospect) and 
helped tie the overall themes of the book together. I have to believe that this book was influenced, in part, by readers' 
love of seeing Precious detect in the context of the truly unique setting of Botswana.You have a great treat ahead of 
you. Order this book today!7 von 7 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Einfach wunderbarVon Fuchs 
JoanDer 7. Band der Reihe erfllt alle Erwartungen. Es ist wiederum eine Geschichte voller Schnheit, Menschlichkeit 
und Wrde, die man mit einem lachenden und einem weinenden Auge liest. Sie hat ihr ganz eigenes Tempo und das ist 
auh gut so. Herzergreifend, schlicht, sie kommt ohne die pompsen Hilfsmittel anderer Geschichten aus, besticht 
dadurch sogar noch mehr. Auch das Thema Dit wird zum ersten Mal angesprochen, da Mma Ramotswe ja sehr 
"traditionell gebaut" ist. Wirklich sehr lesenswert.3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Precious 
Rights Wrongs and Helps Build HappinessVon Donald MitchellReaders who have not yet discovered this 
distinguished series are kindly advised to begin with The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency and work their way through 
the series in order of publication.For those who have read the earlier books, Blue Shoes and Happiness will strike most 
as the best balanced and most rewarding book in this delightful series. The story has animal tales (one involving a 
cobra), several mysteries to resolve, challenges in Mma Makutsi's engagement, a detection training opportunity for Mr 
Polopetsi, more challenges with Mr J.L.B. Matekoni's apprentices, decisive purchases by Mr J.L.B. Matekoni and 
Mma Makutsi, and many reflections on the true nature of happiness by Precious Ramotswe. In particular, the story 
does a fine job of contrasting the older ways in Botswana with the newer, selfish ways.I had the pleasure to hear 
Alexander McCall Smith speak during his recent book tour for the book, and I came away with the false impression 
that this story was mostly about Mma Makutsi and her new shoes. That episode is simply one of many that investigate 
the nature of a person's inability to resist certain temptations. Although this book comes close to being just a series of 
short stories, Alexander McCall Smith ties them together so masterfully that you rarely think of the book as anything 
other than a lovely flowing novel.To me, the best part of this book was that it developed the characters more than most 
books in the series have done. Dr. Smith uses both dialogue and action well to help us appreciate who these characters 
are.I thought that the mysteries were nicely rewarding. The solutions were not obvious (except in retrospect) and 
helped tie the overall themes of the book together. I have to believe that this book was influenced, in part, by readers' 
love of seeing Precious detect in the context of the truly unique setting of Botswana.You have a great treat ahead of 
you. Order this book today!

KurzbeschreibungNow that she is finally and happily married to her long-term suitor Mr J.L.B. Matekoni, Mma 
Ramotswe of the No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency of Botswana might have expected life to grow more sedate. But the 
many problems that lead customers to Mma Ramotswe's door seem, if anything, to have multiplied, and no sooner has 
she settled her traditionally built person into the married state than she finds herself looking into several troublesome 
matters at once. There is, to begin with, a disturbing case of blackmail and theft from the Government catering college. 
Then, while on an errand for her husband to the Mokolodi Game Reserve Mma Ramotswe is seconded to investigate 
an unpleasant atmosphere that may be down to witchcraft, or something worse. There are sinister goings-on at a health 
clinic to be looked into, not to mention any number of small wrongs to be righted along the path to detective triumph. 
And all the time Mma Ramotswe has weighty questions of a philosophical nature to consider, such as whether it is 
right to find happiness in small things, such as a new pair of blue shoes, a slice of cake, or a red sunset over the 
Kalahari.From Publishers WeeklyThe seventh entry in the No.1 Ladies' Detective Agency series (after 2005's In the 
Company of Cheerful Ladies) reaffirms Smith's considerable gifts as a writer. His familiar characters offer further 
facets of their personalities, and their gentle, tolerant approach to life remains a refreshing contrast to most fictional 
figures, let alone those populating most mysteries. The author's love for his creations and for his Botswana setting are 



evident on every page. While the plot will be of secondary importance to fans of Precious Ramotswe, the 
"traditionally-built," self-taught private detective, and her assistant, Grace Makutsi, Smith presents them with several 
mysteries, including the search for the identity of a blackmailer and the source of malaise at a nearby game reserve. 
Ramotswe's intuition and understanding enable her to find the truth, while dispensing justice according to her own 
personal dictates. Even newcomers will be charmed by this wonderful novel, with its skillful blend of humor and 
pathos, and will doubtless rush to catch up with the earlier books.Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of 
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From Booklist*Starred * In this seventh installment in McCall Smith's delightful 
No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series, "traditionally built" Botswana detective Precious Ramotswe faces one of her 
toughest challenges: losing weight. Luckily, there are plenty of dilemmas to keep her mind off her girth: a nearby 
village that seems under the influence of witchcraft, a cook suspected of filching food for her increasingly portly 
spouse, and a newspaper advice columnist who's doing more damage than good. Readers become better acquainted 
with assistant detective Mma Grace Makutsi, best known for earning a stellar 97 percent grade at the Botswana 
Secretarial College. Mma Makutsi (who harbors a passion for fashionable shoes) fears her well-off fiance, furniture 
salesman and reformed stutterer Phuti Radiphuti, will leave her after learning she's a feminist. (He has a nightmare in 
which he's swept aside by a large feminist with a broom.) Scotsman McCall Smith renders brisk, seamless tales that 
are both wry and profound. Amidst the mayhem (like the cobra that slithers its way into the detective agency's 
headquarters) are eloquent descriptions of the serene African country that holds a special place in his heart. "In 
Botswana," he writes, "ties of kinship, no matter how attenuated by distance or time, linked one person to another, 
weaving across the country a human blanket of love and community." It is those ties and that sense of community that 
continue to make this series so appealing to both genre and nongenre readers. Allison BlockCopyright American 
Library Association. All rights reserved 


