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disappointing end? to a superb seriesVon Ein KundeEven though | believe that the Aubrey-Maturin seriesis one of the
great works of prose fiction of the 20th century, the latest (and 20th) book in the series, Blue at the Mizzen, isa
disappointment. Indeed the last few books in the series (starting with the Wine-Dark Sea, have gotten progressively
weaker, but even they have always had many compelling pages. The great humor, the exciting naval action, the lovely
historical feel, but above all the wonderful language and psychological acuity are missing here. The female characters
are, no surprise, mere plot devices. (Both Sophie and Clarissa barely figure, and the smart and beautiful Mrs. Wood,
who Maturin falls for, makes little sense as a character.) But the subordinate charactersin general lack interest, even
the prominently featured midshipman Hansen, the bastard son of the Duke of Clarence. The local color in early 19th
century Chile seems washed out, insubstantial. Worst of all, the two principals are presented pro forma, asif O'Brianis
just tired of them. While thereis a satisfying (finally) move up to Admiral for Aubrey, the story (with no more
Napoleonic foes, and no more money worries) has run out of gas. Isthisthe last of the novels? Aubrey-Maturin fans
will be disappointed that we have lost track of Pullings, Babbington, Mowett, and Martin completely-what happened
to them? Where oh whereisto Aubrey'sillegitimate son, Sam Panda, last seen in nesrby Peru-and why do Jack's
thoughts never run to him? Thisis, of course, amust-read for Aubrey-Maturin fans, but compared to the invigorating,
full-blooded novelsin the series, this one reads like the weak, lukewarm tea that Jack and Stephen so detest.0 von 0
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A solid continuation of agreat historical fiction seriesVon Bruce
Trinquel don't know whether | would recommend "Blue at the Mizzen" to someone unfamiliar with Patrick O'Brian's
excellent series of nautical novels about Jack Aubrey and Stephen Maturin because, | believe, much of the pleasure to
be derived in reading the book comes from our acquaintance with the main characters from previous novels. But |
would have no hesititation at all at recommending it to any Aubrey-Maturin fan. A significant number of readers (not
including me) of the previous book in the series, "The Hundred Days", were disappointed in the somber tone of that
novel -- an atmosphere fully justified, in my opinion, by the central subject matter. Those readers need not fear a
repetition in "Blue at the Mizzen." Stephen Maturin has recovered his interest in the natural world and is once again a
fully engaged participant in the events around him. It has been said that this novel might be the final volumein the
series (I hope not) but if it is, then the serieswill end on a high note. The book is full of typical O'Brian touches of
elegantly described scenes and subtle characterizations. If it isnot quite the equal of "Post Captain” or "Desolation
Island" (but what is?) there is still much in "Blue at the Mizzen" to make longtime fans of the series smile with
satisfaction. And if it is not the final volume, then | shall look forward with great pleasure to the next book.0 von O
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A solid addition to the best historical novel series ever!Von Bruce
TrinqueA ppreciation of novels-- like music, movies, and just about every thing else -- is ultimately a subjective
experience. | have loved the Jack Aubrey-Stephen Maturin novels for many years, reading (and re-reading) each new
entry in the series with interest. "Blue at the Mizzen" may possibly be the last novel in the series, if what Patrick
O'Brian said afew years ago istrue. | hope that is not the case but if it is, then "Blue at the Mizzen" would serve well
enough as the end. | won't spoil the plot for anyone, but | will say that it advances the stories of the two central
charactersto new levels. | don't claim that "Blue at the Mizzen" is the finest book in the series, but | found it solidly
satisfying, with a good number of the typical small scenes of delight which characterize the O'Brian novels. If thereis
little music in this book compared to previous novelsin the series, there is compensation to be found in the revival of
Stephen Maturin's spirits after the sorrowful events of "The Hundred Days." A new character of considerable charm
and appeal makes an appearance amidst the expected familiar faces. | don't know whether | would recommend "Blue
at the Mizzen" to someone not familiar with the Aubrey-Maturin books (those people | tell to start at the beginning
with "Master and Commander"), but | do think that any fan of the series -- even those disappointed with the gloomy
atmosphere "The Hundred Days" -- will enjoy this new book.

KurzbeschreibungPatrick OBrians Aubrey-Maturin tales are widely acknowledged to be the greatest series of
historical novels ever written. Now, for the first time, they are available in electronic book format, so a whole new
generation of readers can be swept away on the adventure of alifetime. Thisis the twentieth book in the series.If we
had only two or three of Patrick OBrians Aubrey-Maturin series, we would count ourselves lucky; with six or seven
the author would be safely among the greats of historical fiction Thisis great writing by an undiminished talent. Now
on to Volume Twenty, and the liberation of Chile. WILLIAM WALDEGRAVE, Literary Thisisthe twentieth book in
Patrick OBrians highly acclaimed, bestselling series chronicling the adventures of lucky Jack Aubrey and his best
friend Stephen Maturin, part ships doctor, part secret agent. The novels stirring action follows on from that of The
Hundred Days. Napoleons hundred days of freedom and his renewed threat to Europe have ended at Waterloo and
Aubrey hasfinally, asthe title suggests, become ablue level admiral. He and Maturin have at last set sail on their
much postponed mission to Chile. Vivid with the salty tang of life at sea, OBrians writing is as powerful as ever
whether he writes of naval hierarchies, night-actions or the most celebrated fictional friendship since that of Sherlock
Holmes and Dr Watson. Blue at the Mizzen a so brings alive the sights and sounds of revolutionary South Americain



astory as exciting as any OBrian has written..deWhy do the sea-faring adventure novels of Patrick O'Brian enjoy such
aphenomenally devoted readership? Actually, O'Brian enthusiasts can take their pick from a variety of qualities of
excellence: The sheer command of writing technique; the adroit characterisation of his heroes, every bit asrich and
well-rounded as anything in serious fiction; and, of course, the bracingly-realised atmosphere of the sea on which the
author sets his tales of derring-do. The latest volume, Blue at the Mizzen, represents an even greater refinement of
O'Brian's art. Hislong-time protagonist Jack Aubrey is about to achieve his ambition. Unusually, hisfinancesarein
good order and his professional life is ship-shape. But as he reaches the upper echelons of the Captain'slist, his
prospects of gaining that final promotion are in the balance. In the powder-keg revolutionary atmosphere of South
America, his shipmate Stephen Maturin is coming to terms with the loss of hiswife by throwing himself into the
intelligence work he so enjoys. Both men become involved in a series of labyrinthine intrigues, splendidly punctuated
by the action that O'Brian delivers so well. And the writing is as non-pareil as ever: "Then came the repeated
broadsides: this was not the dumb show of usual practice at divisions, but the shattering din of battle, the flashing stabs
of fire, the shriek of each gun's very dangerous recail, the heady scent of powder-smoke along the decks." Blue at the
Mizzen isatreat for lovers of O'Brian and a perfect introduction for those who have not yet read him. --Barry
Forshaw.co.ukWhy do the sea-faring adventure novels of Patrick O'Brian enjoy such a phenomenally devoted
readership? Actually, O'Brian enthusiasts can take their pick from avariety of qualities of excellence: The sheer
command of writing technique; the adroit characterisation of his heroes, every bit as rich and well-rounded as anything
in serious fiction; and, of course, the bracingly-realised atmosphere of the sea on which the author sets histales of
derring-do. The latest volume, Blue at the Mizzen, represents an even greater refinement of O'Brian's art. His long-
time protagonist Jack Aubrey is about to achieve his ambition. Unusually, his finances are in good order and his
professional life is ship-shape. But as he reaches the upper echelons of the Captain'slist, his prospects of gaining that
final promotion are in the balance. In the powder-keg revolutionary atmosphere of South America, his shipmate
Stephen Maturin is coming to terms with the loss of his wife by throwing himself into the intelligence work he so
enjoys. Both men become involved in a series of labyrinthine intrigues, splendidly punctuated by the action that
O'Brian delivers so well. And the writing is as non-pareil as ever: "Then came the repeated broadsides: this was not the
dumb show of usual practice at divisions, but the shattering din of battle, the flashing stabs of fire, the shriek of each
gun's very dangerous recoil, the heady scent of powder-smoke along the decks." Blue at the Mizzen isatreat for lovers
of O'Brian and a perfect introduction for those who have not yet read him. --Barry Forshaw



