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Von Michael Dibdin : Blood Rain (Aurelio Zen) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Blood Rain (Aurelio Zen):

KundenrezensionenHilfrei chste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Cosi e la
Vitain Italiavon mrpennysworth"Blood Rain" is the seventh in Michael Dibdin's incredibly literate Aurelio Zen series
(following "Ratking", "Cabal", "Vendetta', "Dead Lagoon", "Cos Fan Tutti" and "A Long Finish"). Dibdin, an


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B002RI9Y7S

Englishman transplanted to Seattle, has obvioudly lived in Italy (which makes him an Anglo-Seatitalian, | suppose).
Through the genre of detective novels, heis giving usavirtual travelogue of the "spirit" of Italy. In Venice ("Dead
Lagoon™), it was anovel of ghosts and of psyches haunted by history. In Naples ("Cosi Fan Tultti"), it was opera buffa.
In Piedmont ("A Long Finish"), it was anovel of custom and tradition. "Cabal" split between the spiritua (the
Vatican) and the secular (Milan). Now "Blood Rain" takes us to Sicily where Zen encounters conundrums, elaborate
and secretive games played out to the death, with no possible solution save the irony of time and circumstance. Here,
Dibdin juxtapositions the death of Zen's mother, whom Zen loves, with the death of his daughter, whom he barely
knows but is blood, with the death of a stranger, whom he must investigate in the name of justice. Zen triesto make
sense of these by threading them into his investigation, but in the end they are ssmply too cloaked in secrets, be they
political, Mafia or metaphysical. Through all of these novels, Aurelio Zen is the quintessential Italiano, going with the
flow, nonchalant and unchagrined, solving mystery after mystery with seemingly no effort at all. Each one of these
novelsisan invitation to sip a Campari by afountain on some piazzain some village or town and to watch the
comings and goings of those utterly fascinating Italians. | have traveled there many times, and Dibdin transports me
back with each new novel. Thisis a series well worth hopping aboard.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension
hilfreich. Best of the BestVon jack olsen"Blood Rain" is crime fiction raised to the level of fine art by abrilliant
British author whose work must be making Wilkie Collinsand A. Conan Doyle smilein their graves. "Blood Rain" is
richly textured, lyrical, poetic, quirky, scary as hell and as redolent of Dibdin's beloved Italy as though each page had
been sprayed with afine mist of Gocce di Tartufo Bianco. What a shame that such powerful work must be marketed as
genre fiction. Nothing on the bestseller lists exceeds this fine book in mystery, finesse and narrative power. Five stars
are not enough.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Another WinnerVon S. Wheelerl discovered
Michael Dibdin only recently and have eagerly devoured all his books. | especially like the Aurelio Zens. These books
are so much more than mysteries--they're about politics, culture, human nature, and that student of same, Zen himself.
This latest does not disappoint. From Rome, to Venice, to Naples, Zen has worried about being sent to Sicily. Once he
gets there, hisworst fears are confirmed. Zen triesto stay out of the way, but fate has other things in mind for him.The
mood and tone in Blood Rain isintense, personal and sad. Some of the scenes are distinctly dreamlike, a quality that
persists right to the end.An excellent read.

KurzbeschreibungThe site where the body had been found was within the territory of the provinciadi Catania, and
hence under the jurisdiction of the authorities of that city. So far, so good. From a bureaucratic point of view, however,
the crucial factor was where and when the crime - if indeed it was a crime - had occurred. As al those concerned were
soon to learn, none of these points was susceptible of a quick or easy answer.Zen finally receives the order he has been
dreading al his professional life: his next posting to Sicily.The gruesome discovery of an unidentified, decomposed
corpse sealed in arailway wagon marks the beginning of Zen's most difficult and dangerous murder case. Set against
the backdrop of Catania, in the shadow of the smouldering volcano of Etna, Blood Rain is ariveting tale of violence
and murder, which reveals Aurelio Zen at his most desperate and driven.If you enjoyed the Inspector Zen Mystery
seriesyou may aso like The Last Sherlock Holmes Story, another crime novel by Michael Dibdin..dePenzler Pick,
May 2000: Dibdin's six Aurelio Zen novels (beginning with Ratking, which won the 1988 Golden Dagger Award) are
asvividly Italian asif this English writer had never strayed far from the Via Veneto, despite the fact that he has, in
fact, been expatriated for several years now to the Pacific Northwest. His hero, a battle-weary but still morally
engaged Roman police investigator, is one of the more elegantly vulnerable charactersin the genre, afigure who
resembles Nicolas Freeling's Inspector Van der Valk in his ability to bring triumph to situations and yet never have
them seem like victories. Moreover, like Van der Valk, Zen's greatest talent seemsto be for making new enemies
among his colleagues. In Blood Rain, Zen has been exiled to Sicily under the guise of acting as a sort of watchdog,
observing arecently reestablished anti-Mafia taskforce. By the nature of the locale--Sicily makes its own rules--the
fact that the work of this commission will inevitably be compromised seems clear. But where the cracks in the system
will reveal themselvesis harder to figure out until, of course, it'stoo late. Distracted by his dying mother back in Rome
and by theisland's perverse feuds and even stranger loyalties, and paying not quite enough attention to the professional
travails of his beautiful adopted daughter, Carla, a computer specialist, Zen travels his usual idiosyncratic route to a
crime's resolution. As aways, he is most intrigued by the ambiguities of the situation--and is doomed to be the
sacrificial scapegoat. Dibdin seems to be incapable of writing a bad book, and the Zen novels are his best work. Blood
Rain causes the reader to gasp frequently in genuine surprise, aswell asin admiration for the way Dibdin
accomplishes his effects. The intensity of these sensations is something to be grateful for, since most books these days,
even with their ability to shock, make usfeel so little. --Otto Penzler.co.ukDibdin's diffidently honest Italian
policeman Aurelio Zen has got the posting he always dreaded--he has been sent to Sicily, home of the Méfia, ina
nondescript liaison job. The woman who might be his daughter is there too, fixing police computers and worried that
someone has a backdoor into data; she is enjoying aflirtation with awoman magistrate whose pursuit of the Mafiais



based on quite personal agendas. Someone died nastily of heatstroke and starvation in arailway van on a siding--the
Limoni family deny, as local Mafia chieftains anxious to retain prestige would, that it was their missing son; and
someone will end up paying in blood for this murder that never happened. Dibdin's picture of a Sicily full of death and
confusion is evocative and plausible; Zen's reluctant pursuit of at least some part of the truth, some vestige of honour,
ismoving and powerful. Thisis an emotionally complex thriller in which the starkest of tragedy is counterpointed by
outbreaks of bizarre comedy Zen finds himself aliesin unlikely places and the internal squabblings of the Mafia clans
would be hilarious if they were not so blood- curdling .--Roz Kaveney



