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Von Wilbur Smith : Birds of Prey (Courtney Family Adventures)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Birds of Prey (Courtney Family Adventures): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Wilbur 
at his bestVon Uwe NiederheitmannFinally, the story goes on with the Golden Lion! Hope there will be many more 
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Courtney novels of this ilk!4 von 4 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Exuberant and engaging action, 
however wildly improbable.Von Mr. JoeIn BIRDS OF PREY, it is the year 1667, and we are introduced to the 17-year 
old Englishman, Hal Courteney. Hal is a crewmember on his father's ship, the "Lady Edwina", as it sails the high seas 
off the southern tip of Africa. England is at war with the Dutch Republic, and the ship's captain, Sir Francis Courteney, 
has been given license by the British Admiralty to prey on Dutch trading ships of the United East India Company as 
they return to Amsterdam from the East Indies via the Dutch settlement at the Cape of Good Hope. Sir Francis 
captures a Dutch ship carrying the newly appointed Governor of Good Hope and his wife, Katinka. During the period 
when the Governor and his wife are held for ransom, Hal loses his virginity to Katinka, a sadistic, treacherous, 
highborn slut. (Well, good breeding isn't everything.) Subsequently, Sir Francis, Hal and the rest of the Lady Edwina's 
company are betrayed by a former ally, the Scottish Earl of Cumbrae, with the help of a former crewmember, Sam 
Bowles, and imprisoned at Good Hope. Sir Francis is brutally tortured and executed. Hal and a handful of survivors 
later escape, acquire another ship, and go on to defeat their primary tormentors, Cumbrae and a Dutch army colonel 
named Schreuder, against the backdrop of a war between the Christian Emperor of Ethiopia and the Moslem Sultan of 
Oman. Along the way, Hal inherits his father's captaincy and finds true love (as opposed to hormonal-driven sex with 
Katinka) - twice.As painted by the author, Wilbur Smith, the chief characters of this swashbuckling adventure are 
almost caricatures. The "good guys" - principally Hal and his loyal buddies, Aboli, Ned, and Daniel - are brave, noble 
and heroic. The "bad guys" - Katinka, Governor van de Velde, Bowles, Cumbrae, and Schreuder - are cruel, 
dishonorable and totally vile. The action, much as in Harrison Ford's Indiana Jones film trilogy, is wildly improbable, 
especially over the book's latter half. Similarly, however, that same action is scripted with such exuberance and energy 
that it's totally engaging. Finally, I read to be transported to places that, in most cases, I will never visit. I doubt that I 
shall ever ply the Indian Ocean or South Atlantic aboard a frigate under sail. This book took me there in grand style.0 
von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Disagree with Kirkus. This is a rousing yarn!Von Eating 
HealthierUnreadable my foot! This book grabs you and does not let go. From the very first to the last I can't think of a 
down time in this book. Swashbuckling at it's finest, click off the t.v. and prepare to stay up late.

KurzbeschreibungIt is 1667 and the Dutch and the English are at war. Sir Francis Courtney and his son Henry 'Hal' 
Courtney, in their fighting caravel Lady Edwina, are on patrol off the Agulhas Cape of Southern Africa: lying in wait 
for one of the galleons of the Dutch East India Company returning from the Orient laden with treasure to fall into their 
net.It is the beginning of the quest that will sweep them from the new settlement of Good Hope at the southern tip of 
Africa to the Great Horn of Ethiopia far to the north. The bloody capture of the Dutch merchantman, and three 
valuable hostages, launches Hal into a perilous adventure which only the bravest will survive... Along the way Hal will 
encounter many enemies. A dangerous mutineer, sworn to extract to revenge. A fellow Knight Templar, now his 
father's betrayer. And the most dangerous adversary on the African continent, the Dutch swordsman Schreuder. His 
spirit will also be tested by love. For the rich and pampered Dutch heiress, Katinka. For the beautiful slave girl, 
Sukeena. And for a woman whose unstinting courage will outshine them all...From the dungeons of Good Hope to the 
uncharted wilderness of the Dark Continent and then to the fatal narrows of the Red Sea, Hal's faith will lead him to 
his destiny. To the defense of the final Christian stronghold in Africa. The kingdom of Prester John, historic guardian 
of the priceless Holy Grail...Birds of Prey is a Courtney Family Adventure from bestselling author Wilbur 
Smith..deLook up "classic adventure novel" in the dictionary and you'll find the strong and capable features of South 
Africa's own Wilbur Smith, who--in books as varied and enjoyable as River God, The Seventh Scroll, When the Lion 
Feeds, and The Diamond Hunters--displays an awesome storytelling ability. His latest is one of his best efforts: a 
richly detailed story of war and piracy on the high seas in 1667, 150 years before Patrick O'Brian's Aubrey and 
Maturin books..co.ukLook up "classic adventure novel" in the dictionary and you'll find the strong and capable 
features of South Africa's own Wilbur Smith, who--in books as varied and enjoyable as River God, The Seventh 
Scroll, When the Lion Feeds, and The Diamond Hunters--displays an awesome storytelling ability. His latest is one of 
his best efforts: a richly detailed story of war and piracy on the high seas in 1667, 150 years before Patrick O'Brian's 
Aubrey and Maturin books 


