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KurzbeschreibungBitter and merciless war is coming to the frozen north. It's bloody and dangerous and the Union
army, split by politics and hamstrung by incompetence, is utterly unprepared for the slaughter that's coming. Lacking
experience, training, and in some cases even weapons the army is scarcely equipped to repel Bethod's scouts, let alone
the cream of hisforces.In the heat-ravaged south the Gurkish are massing to assault the city of Dagoska, defended by
Inquisitor Glokta. The city is braced for the inevitable defeat and massacre to come, preparations are made to make the
Gurkish pay for every inch of land ... but a plot is festering to hand the city to its beseigers without a fight, and the
previous Inquisitor of Dagoska vanished without trace. Threatened from within and without the city, Glokta needs
answers, and he needs them soon.And to the east a small band of malefactors travel to the edge of the world to reclaim
adevice from history - a Seed, hidden for generations - with tremendous destructive potential. A device which could
put aend to war, to the army of Eatersin the South, to the invasion of Shanka from the North - but only if it can be
found, and only if its power can be controlled ...From Publishers WeeklyStarred . This grim and vivid sequel to 2007's
The Blade Itself transcends its middle volume status, keeping the reader engaged with complicated plotting and
intriguing character development. As savage Northmen invade Angland, the northernmost province of the unwieldy
Union, honorable, hard-working Union soldier Colonel West watches his notions of civilized warfare erode in one
horrible battle after another. In Dagoska, a southern city threatened by Gurkish soldiers and left undefended as Union
troops head to Angland, dreadfully maimed Inquisitor Glokta employs tortures and deceptions to ferret out
conspiracies against the king. Ignoring these worldly concerns, disreputable magus Bayaz of Calcis drivesa
squabbling little band through a wasteland in search of arelic that can open a gate to the realm of demons.
Abercrombie leavens the bloody action with moments of dark humor, developing a story suffused with arich
understanding of human darkness and light. (Mar.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier
Inc. All rights reserved.Pressestimmenl might not end up marrying this book, but I'm certainly infatuated with it right
at the moment. It's delicious, the characters sharply drawn and their motivations believable, the clash of cultures
(always particularly difficult for an author to pull off) believable aswell. (Lilith Saintcrow)Highly recommended - a
funny, finely-wrought, terrifically energetic work of high fantasy. Seek it out (Joe Hill)There is a gritty edge to his
world and an awareness of the human cost of violence that is very contemporary (The Times)Delightfully twisted and
evil (The Guardian)The Blade Itself is a page-turner powered by a combination of fast-paced action and juicy doses of
cynicism. Perhaps more remarkable, however, isthe way Abercrombie sets the scene (Edge Magazine) There's a fat
vein of cynicism and dark humour throughout. The action scenes are fast-paced and the violence takes its toll both
mentally and physically. A great start to along journey' (Dreamwatch)Y ou'd never guess that The Blade Itself is Joe
Abercrombie's debut novel. He writes like anatural. There are great characters, sparky dialogue, an action-packed
plot, and from the very first words and an opening scene that is literally a cliff-hanger, you know you arein for a
cheeky, vivid, exhilarating ride (Starburst)An admirably hard, fast and unpretentious read from debut author Joe
Abercrombie. Packs a mean punch in the bloodthirsty mayhem and mystery departments. Crammed full of torture,
vengeance and bad behaviour, it'salively tale of savagery vs. civilisation. The Blade Itself may not reinvent the
wheel, but it does serve up awhole banquet of violent action and intrigue' (SFX)The star of the show is doubtlessly
Inquisitor Glotka for simply being one of the most wonderfully bitter and cynical characters |'ve come across. With a
very funny and clever internal monologue going on during every conversation he has, Glotka's as miserable and nasty
at the end as he was to start with and, especially in a heroic fantasy novel, it works perfectly (SF Crowsnest)



