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Von Reinaldo Arenas : Before Night Falls  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Before Night Falls: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. This is 
one of the best pictures of Cuba's reality.Von Oscar L. VazquezI really enjoyed this book. As I said before, Reinaldo 
Arena described in a very Cuban way the reality of the gay community in pre-revolutionary time, the persecution and 
the double repression he had to suffer because his duality as a gay and as an independent writer censored by the Castro 
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machinery.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Gripping, realistic account of Castro's CubaVon 
TereI read this book a few years ago, and every now and then I read it again. This is one amazing book, by one of the 
best Cuabn writers since Lezama Lima. Arenas' accounts of being both homosexual and a dissident in Castro's Cuba is 
both realistic and frightening, especially when one takes into account that what happened to him has happened, and 
continues to happen, to many in Cuba. I am especially drawn to his experiences and feelings about Castro and La 
Revolucin in its early days, because he express so well what many Cubans felt, from their hope to their ultimate 
disillusionment. Arenas' biggest contirbution to Cuban culture, I believe, is his ability to put into vivid, heart-
wrenching words what millions of Cubans felt, and continue to feel even today, as Castro's regime continues to destroy 
all that is good and beautiful about Cuba.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Wonderfully 
disturbing and poignantVon Ein KundeI learned more about Castro's regime than in any history book I've ever read. Its 
frightening to know that such terrible ostracities occur so close to our shores, as I don't doubt they are still happening. 
It is also inspiring to read about the human spirit and its fortitude. I have purchased Arena's other books to read. His 
style is a clash between raw earth and intellect. I recommend for serious reading.

KurzbeschreibungReinaldo Arenas was born to a poverty-stricken family in rural Cuba. By the time of his death in 
New York four decades later, he had become one of Cuba's most important poets, an outspoken critic of Castro's 
regime and one of the leading gay voices of the twentieth century. In Before Night Falls, Arenas tells of his odyssey 
from young rebel fighting for the Revolution, through his suppression as a writer, his disillusionment with Castro, his 
imprisonment and torture, to his eventual exile from Cuba to New York, where in 1987 he was diagnosed with AIDS. 
He committed suicide in 1990, ending a life of constant struggle against repression. In a farewell note, Arenas wrote: 
Due to my delicate state of health and to the terrible depression that causes me not to be able to continue writing and 
struggling for the freedom of Cuba, I am ending my life ... I do not want to convey to you a message of defeat, but of 
continued struggle and hope.Cuba will be free. I already am.(signed)Reinaldo ArenasPressestimmenOne of the most 
shattering testimonials ever written on the subject of oppression and defiance -- Mario Vargas Llosa Reading Arenas is 
like witnessing a bare consciousness in the process of assimilating the most universal, but powerful, human 
experiences and turning them into literature * The New York Times * Any attempt to reckon with Cuba's torturous 
twentieth century will have to take into account Arenas's monumental work ... an essential human testimony, joyful 
and enraged, a triumph of conscience -- Garth Greenwell A document of a particular and disturbing honesty by one of 
the truly great writers to come out of Latin America * Chicago Tribune * One of the most searing satirical writers of 
the 20th century, a worthy successor to Aristophanes and Swift -- Jaime Manrique * Village Voice 
*KurzbeschreibungReinaldo Arenas was born to a poverty-stricken family in rural Cuba. By the time of his death in 
New York four decades later, he had become one of Cuba's most important poets, an outspoken critic of Castro's 
regime and one of the leading gay voices of the twentieth century. In Before Night Falls, Arenas tells of his odyssey 
from young rebel fighting for the Revolution, through his suppression as a writer, his disillusionment with Castro, his 
imprisonment and torture, to his eventual exile from Cuba to New York, where in 1987 he was diagnosed with AIDS. 
He committed suicide in 1990, ending a life of constant struggle against repression. In a farewell note, Arenas wrote: 
Due to my delicate state of health and to the terrible depression that causes me not to be able to continue writing and 
struggling for the freedom of Cuba, I am ending my life ... I do not want to convey to you a message of defeat, but of 
continued struggle and hope.Cuba will be free. I already am.(signed)Reinaldo Arenas 


